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HONORING JAVARIS DEON 

RODGERS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, July 8, 2013 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Mr. Javaris Deon 
Rodgers, a dedicated student, who is making 
the difference in his community. 

Javaris Deon Rodgers was born and raised 
in Lexington, Mississippi. He is an only child of 
two very wonderful parents, Andrew and Shir-
ley Rodgers. 

Javaris began school around 6 or 7 years of 
age. Throughout elementary school he has al-
ways had Perfect Attendance and has been 
on either the Dean or Principal’s List. He also 
received the Superintendent’s Award because 
he excelled so well in academics. He is a very 
active child, taking Taekwondo and playing 
baseball until middle school. 

Javaris joined J.J. McClain Middle School 
Marching Band and found a real passion for it. 
He knew that it was something that he wanted 
to do long term. Throughout high school, he 
continued to be a part of the marching band, 
maintained top grades, and keep his perfect 
attendance record. In high school, Javaris was 
also a part of the Yearbook Committee and 
Prom Committee. During his Junior Year in 
high school, he received the title ‘‘Mr. Junior’’, 
elected Senior Class President for the fol-
lowing year and nominated for the Who’s Who 
Among American Scholars. Javaris graduated 
in the top ten of his high school class in May 
of 2010 and began his journey on to college 
that fall. He is currently in college working on 
a Bachelor of Science in Biology and a Bach-
elor of Arts in Spanish at Ole Miss in Oxford, 
MS. He is also a member of the Alpha Phi 
Omega Community Service Fraternity, Tau 
Beta Sigma Honorary Band Service Fraternity, 
and Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. 

Javaris still does community service in the 
Holmes County community during his breaks. 
He plans to graduate in May of 2014 with hon-
ors. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing this student, Mr. Javaris Deon 
Rodgers, for his dedication in making a dif-
ference in his community. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 30TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF ‘‘MAMA, I WANT 
TO SING’’ THE LONGEST RUN-
NING OFF-BROADWAY SHOW IN 
AMERICAN HISTORY 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, July 8, 2013 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor, recognize, and celebrate the MAMA 
Foundation’s 30th Anniversary of the gospel 
musical ‘‘Mama, I Want to Sing.’’ On Saturday, 
March 23, 2013, The Dempsey Theater 
hosted the 30th Anniversary Gala Celebration 
for ‘‘Mama, I Want To Sing,’’ the longest run-
ning Black Off-Broadway show in American 
history, which debuted as a gospel musical in 
1983. This Gala event, took place exactly 30 
years to the day from when the original pro-
duction opened in Harlem to great acclaim. 

The Gala began with a very special per-
formance that included musical highlights from 
‘‘Mama, I Want to Sing and Sing, Harlem, 
Sing!’’, as well as a performance from the 
Gospel for Teens Choir. Lesley Stahl, who re-
ceived an Emmy award for her ‘‘60 Minutes’’ 
profile on Gospel for Teens, was honored for 
her contributions to journalism and for her 
support of the Mama Foundation for the Arts. 
The 30th Anniversary celebration will include a 
gala featuring the best of Harlem’s renowned 
restaurants including Sylvia’s, Spoonbread, 
The Red Rooster, Corner Social, Chez Lucien, 
Jacob’s Soul Food, Melba’s and Make My 
Cake. The spiritually uplifting evening cul-
minated in a spontaneous church-inspired 
closing with R&B divas Cissy Houston, Dionne 
Warwick, Angie Stone, Valerie Simpson and 
Crystal Aiken individually joining the Gospel 
for Teens Choir in a rousing version of ‘‘This 
Little Light of Mine’’ that brought the sold-out 
crowd to its feet. 

In 1979, Vy Higginsen and her husband, 
Ken Wydro wrote the book and lyrics for 
Mama. It was rejected by every major pro-
ducer in New York. Not one producer believed 
that the story was worth telling or that an audi-
ence could be found for a gospel-based pro-
duction. Vy and Ken pushed forward and pro-
duced the now internationally-acclaimed 
‘‘Mama, I Want to Sing’’ gospel musical that 
tells the story of a talented young girl who 
dreams of leaving her church choir to pursue 
a life in popular music, despite strong objec-
tions from her mother. A tribute to the many 
African American artists with church choir 
roots who rose to fame in the 1950s, 60s, and 
70s, creator Higginsen based her musical on 
the life of her sister Doris Troy whose 1963 hit 
‘‘Just One Look’’ launched her to international 
fame. The show, featured original music by 
Wesley Naylor opened at Harlem’s Hecksher 
Theater (at El Museo del Barrio) in 1983 and 
since then has become the ‘‘little red engine 
that could’’ of Off-Off Broadway productions. 

In 1998, Vy Higginsen created the Mama 
Foundation for the Arts to present, preserve, 
and promote Gospel, Jazz, and R&B as art 
forms for current and future generations. The 
Mama Foundation for the Arts (MFA) has 
been internationally acclaimed for rebuilding 
Harlem as an artistic cultural center featuring 
entertainment and arts education. The Mama 
Foundation has produced a dozen theater pro-
ductions, which have been performed on sev-
eral continents, including its best known musi-
cal, ‘‘Mama, I Want To Sing.’’ 

In 2003, Higginsen created the School of 
Gospel, Jazz, and R&B Arts. Three years 
later, she formed the award-winning Gospel 
for Teens program to train youth and ‘‘save 
the music.’’ According to Lesley Stahl from 
CBS’s ‘‘60 Minutes,’’ ‘‘The Gospel for Teens 
program is not just teaching gospel, it is sav-
ing these kids.’’ Mama Foundation members 
have performed at numerous special events 
including the TED2012 Full Spectrum con-
ference, the Congressional Black Caucus’ An-
nual Legislative Conference, The Stellar 
Awards, and a reception for Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu of South Africa. Madonna, 
Chaka Khan, opera singer Jessye Norman 
and gospel artist Shirley Caesar are among 
the many stars that have shared the stage 
with the Gospel for Teens Choir. 

In 2006, she founded Gospel for Teens, a 
free educational program that offers a sub-
stitute for the arts programs removed from 

many inner city schools. For her outstanding 
contributions to gospel music, she was pre-
sented with the Thomas A. Dorsey Most Nota-
ble Achievement Award at the 2012 Stellar 
Gospel Music Awards. The Schomburg Center 
for Research in Black Culture proclaimed Vy a 
Harlem Hero in ‘‘Harlem Is’’ a public art and 
education project of Community Works. 

Vocalist and Instructor Ahmaya Knoelle 
Higginsen, daughter of Vy Higginsen, is the 
current lead in ‘‘Mama, I Want To Sing: The 
Next Generation.’’ She began her professional 
career at seven years old starring in ’Sing! 
Mama 2’ with Shirley Caesar at the Theatre at 
Madison Square Garden and during its world 
tour in Japan. Ahmaya Knoelle has performed 
in Gospel Is . . .! and Sing, Harlem, Sing! 
Internationally, as well as recording on several 
albums. She studied at the Manhattan School 
of Music and the American Dramatic and 
Music Academy in New York. Ahmaya Knoelle 
also teaches private vocal instruction at the 
Mama Foundation for the Arts and trains 
young students in the Foundation’s Gospel 
For Teens program. 

The Mama Foundation’s mission is to 
present, preserve, and promote the history 
and fundamentals of gospel, jazz, and rhythm 
and blues music for current and future genera-
tions. The Foundation has established a cul-
tural space in Harlem where youth and adults 
have access to quality training and employ-
ment as performing artists. The Foundation 
was inspired by the worldwide success of our 
award-winning musical, ‘‘Mama, I Want to 
Sing.’’ A combination of arts education, public 
workshops, and live events contribute to Har-
lem’s resurgence as an artistic and cultural 
destination. I am so very appreciative for the 
many contributions of Vy Higginsen and the 
Mama Foundation. The dedication and devo-
tion to the arts of our community is most-com-
mendable and deserving of Congressional 
Recognition. I ask my colleagues and our Na-
tion to join me in this special celebration of the 
30th Anniversary of ‘‘Mama, I Want to Sing.’’ 
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HONORING LOUIS NAVARRO 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, July 8, 2013 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, throughout our 
nation’s history our freedom has been pre-
served by members of the Armed Forces, and 
they continue to do so today. As a Member of 
Congress, I have consistently supported vet-
erans and servicemen and women. They de-
serve no less from us. We owe the preserva-
tion of our freedoms and our way of life to the 
veterans who proudly served their country. 
Today I join the City of Yonkers at its annual 
Veterans Appreciation Day in honoring Louis 
Navarro for his long-time service and partici-
pation in the community. 

He was born in Puerto Rico, but is a long- 
time resident of Yonkers, and is the First Vice 
Commander of the Central Committee of Vet-
erans Organization, where as Parade Chair-
man for the 2013 Memorial Day Parade, he 
led it to its largest participation in recent years. 

Louis Navarro served in the United States 
Army for nearly thirty years of active and re-
serve duty, receiving the Bronze Star Medal, 
the Combat Infantry Badge, the Vietnam Cam-
paign Medal, the Good Conduct Medal, Expert 
Rifle Award, and the Army Service Ribbon. 
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He is a member of the Vietnam Veterans of 

America, Veterans of Foreign Wars and the 
American Legion, and is active in numerous 
associations throughout our City, including the 
Puerto Rican Day Parade Committee, serving 
as Past Chairman. He is president of his con-
sulting firm of Navarro and Shoub. He and his 
wife, Donna, have two children, Kaylan and 
James. 

I am proud to join the City of Yonkers in 
honoring Louis Navarro for his service to his 
country and his contributions to his fellow vet-
erans and his city. 
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HONORING EMANUEL D. WILLIAMS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 8, 2013 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable student, 
Mr. Emanuel D. Williams. 

Emanuel was born August 29, 1995 as the 
youngest of four children in Jackson, MS to 
Rev. Calvin Williams and Evg. Dorothy Wil-
liams. Though he has always participated in 
his church, community, and school in some 
form, he really began to get involved in his 
school and community during his freshman 
year. That’s when he served as the Chaplain 
of the Student Government Association, and 
also the Organizer of daily inspirational serv-
ices for the students at Weston’s 9th Grade 
Academy in Greenville, MS. That same year 
he was elected the President of the House of 
Delta Youth Leadership Initiative, where he tu-
tored a kindergarten student from Ray Brooks 
Elementary School in Benoit, MS, for two full 
school terms. 

Furthermore, Emanuel was elected the Sec-
retary of the Esquire Art and Civic Club, an or-
ganization that promotes and encourages 
young men to be active in their communities 
and recognize their civic duties. He continues 
to serve as Vice President, where he has 
adopted a local nursing home, thereby visiting 
and truly enjoying the great personalities of 
the elderly. 

During his sophomore year, Emanuel be-
came a member of the Mayor’s Youth Council, 
a committee of local young people who serve 
as examples for peers. He participates in dif-
ferent community projects such as the annual 
clean up that boosts the removal of litter and 
supports the beautification of Greenville, MS. 
Emanuel is a member of SOARS (Schools 
Obtaining Academic Results for Success), a 
team of community stakeholders who discuss 
and strategize for the betterment of the 
school, community, state, and world. He also 
continues to make his mark in the world by 
volunteering in his community and local elec-
tions where he promotes the exercising of the 
right to vote. As a graduating senior of the 
class of 2013, he looks forward to attending 
college where he can pursue a law career ad-
vocating for education, and creating policies 
and laws as a public servant to make edu-
cation better and affordable for all. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Emanuel D. Williams for his 
determination and dedication to serving others 
and giving back to his community. 

HONORING MRS. MARY L. HARVEY 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, July 8, 2013 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
before you today to recognize Mrs. Mary L. 
Harvey—who devoted her long career in Balti-
more County government to preserving and 
improving communities—on the occasion of 
the posthumous dedication of the ‘‘Center-
Piece Family Arts Center’’ in her name. 

A lifelong resident of Perry Hall, Mrs. Har-
vey graduated from Perry Hall High School in 
1976 and from the Community College of Bal-
timore County in Dundalk in 1986. She be-
came active in eastern Baltimore County poli-
tics and worked as a legislative aide to the 
Baltimore County Council for eight years. 

After witnessing first-hand her tireless drive 
and passion for helping people, I appointed 
Mrs. Harvey to the position of Eastern Sector 
Coordinator within the Office of Community 
Conservation during my tenure as Baltimore 
County Executive. Her excellent work twice 
earned her promotions: first, as manager of 
revitalization efforts and then director of the of-
fice. Mrs. Harvey was reappointed to the posi-
tion and retained it until 2010. 

Mrs. Harvey was a true visionary. Under her 
leadership, Baltimore County embraced the 
concept of the ‘‘Urban Design Assistance 
Team,’’ which encourages input from commu-
nity members. She also oversaw the construc-
tion of three new community centers and de-
veloped partnerships with local businesses 
that lead to safer affordable living communities 
for thousands of county residents. Her con-
stant goal was to create neighborhoods that 
were vibrant, attractive and family-friendly. 
She had a special compassion for the home-
less and coordinated a 10-year plan to eradi-
cate it in Baltimore County. 

Mrs. Harvey’s accolades were many. She 
was the Baltimore County Commission for 
Women’s ‘‘Woman of the Year’’ in 1995 and 
received the ‘‘Renaissance Milestone Award’’ 
from the Dundalk Renaissance Corporation in 
2010. She served on the boards of the Essex 
Community College Foundation, the Essex- 
Middle River-White Marsh Chamber of Com-
merce and the Family Crisis Center of Balti-
more County. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join with me 
today to honor Mrs. Mary L. Harvey, whose 
legacy of service to the families of Baltimore 
County continues today. I have many happy 
memories of working with Mrs. Harvey and 
wish to thank her family for their support dur-
ing her years in county government. I could 
not think of a more appropriate or well-de-
served namesake for this beautiful new facility 
in one of Mrs. Harvey’s favorite communities. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, July 8, 2013 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $16,738,281,074,058.77. We’ve 
added $6,111,404,035,145.69 to our debt in 4 
and a half years. This is $6 trillion in debt our 
nation, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 
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THE INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO 
REQUIRE NOTICE OF EXCESS 
REAL PROPERTY 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 8, 2013 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today I am in-
troducing a bill to make the General Services 
Administration (GSA) a more transparent fed-
eral agency. 

This bill would require GSA to provide public 
notice of excess properties as soon as they 
are identified by federal agencies as such. Al-
though excess properties will continue to be 
offered to other federal agencies before going 
through the normal property disposal process, 
this early notice to all, including federal agen-
cies, the larger community and Congress, will 
increase transparency in how the federal gov-
ernment manages its property. The Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Subcommittee on 
Economic Development, Public Buildings, and 
Emergency Management has had difficulty en-
suring that GSA acts as soon as possible to 
dispose of properties it has determined to be 
excess. GSA’s practice of delaying notice of 
unused properties to the public while it informs 
federal agencies only furthers existing delay 
by GSA in moving either to use or dispose of 
property for the benefit of taxpayers. Impor-
tantly, the early public notice required by this 
bill also will provide the opportunity for local 
communities to plan for possible disposal of 
the property. 

Recent hearings held by two different sub-
committees documented how delayed notice 
had resulted in inaction by GSA, which did not 
move on the problem until the hearings were 
called. With silence from GSA about a long- 
vacant but large and valuable property, resi-
dents in the burgeoning M Street Southeast 
area of the District of Columbia went to the 
trouble of creating a professional proposal for 
redeveloping the property, as revealed in the 
hearing. 

Both the Administration and the House, 
where two property disposal bills are pending, 
have weighed in on GSA’s poor asset man-
agement and missed market opportunities, 
which continue to cost taxpayers significant 
sums of money. There are significant costs 
associated with GSA’s vacant or underper-
forming assets, including for operation, main-
tenance and security. For this reason, in 2003, 
the Government Accountability Office (GAO) 
placed real property management on its list of 
‘‘high risk’’ government activities, where it re-
mains today. GAO conducts biennial reviews 
of the federal government to highlight specific 
areas needing added attention and oversight. 
Programs are identified as ‘‘high risk’’ due to 
their greater vulnerabilities to fraud, waste, 
abuse, and mismanagement or due to the 
need for broad-based transformation to ad-
dress major challenges. 

Still, the periodic GAO reviews, executive 
orders and memoranda issued during this and 
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